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SUBJECT: GOG ANNOUNCES POSSIBLE U.S. MILITARY EXERCISE IN PELOPENNESE 

1. DURING THE PAST PEW WEEKS, SUNDRY REPORTS HAVE SURPACED 
IN THE GREEK MEDIA CONCERNING THE POSSIBILITY OP SOME TYPE 
OP U.S. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN THE PELOPONNESE AREA OP GREECE. 
INTERTWINED WITH STORIES PREDICTING THE IMMINENT ARRIVAL OF 
SIXTH FLEET 

SHIPS WERE CONPUSED REPORTS THAT THE AMERICAN MARINES 
WOULD BE ENGAGED IN LANDING EXERCISES NEAR THE HISTORIC 
TOWN OP NAUPPLION. THE LEFTIST PRESS ESPECIALLY PLAYED 
UP THE POSSIBILITY OP A MARINE INVASION AND 
HIGHLIGHTED THE "PEOPLE'S EPPORTS" TO ORGANIZE TO 
OPPOSE THE AMERICAN FLEET AND MARINES. 

2. WHEN ASKED ON JULY 2 BY REPORTERS TO COMMENT ON THE 
ASSORTED STORIES, DEPENSE MINISTER AVEROFP DENIED THAT 
LANDING EXERCISES WERE SCHEDULED AT NAUPPLION OR THAT 
ANY PARTICULAR PRECAUTIONS WERE BEING TAKEN BY THE GOG. 

"THERE IS NOT EVEN A TRACE OP TRUTH IN THOSE REPORTS" 

THE MINISTER IS QUOTED AS HAVING STATED. NEVERTHELESS, 
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THE STORY ALIVE, CONCOCTING ALL SORTS OF IMPLAUSIBLE 
SCENARIOS AND FABRICATING NON-EXISTENT DATES. ONE 
VERSION EVEN HAD THE U.S. ESTABLISHING BASES AT PORTO 
CHELI, A SMALL FISHING VILLAGE - SUMMER VACATION AREA 
NEAR THE FAMED RESORT ISLAND OF SPETSES. THEREFORE, 
TODAY, JULY 13, THE SEMI-OFFICIAL ATHENS NEWS AGENCY 
BULLETING PUBLISHED AN "OFFICIAL CLARIFICATION" IN WHICH 
IT COMMENTED ON PRESS REPORTS THAT THE U.S. SIXTH FLEET 
WOULD CARRY OUT LANDING EXERCISES IN THE NAUFPLION 
AREA. GOVERNMENT SOURCES STATED THAT NO SUCH EXERCISES 
HAD EITHER BEEN OR WOULD BE PLANNED. HOWEVER, CONTINUED 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE "GOVERNMENT SOURCES" IT WAS 
QUITE LIKELY THAT A LANDING EXERCISE MIGHT BE CARRIED 
OUT IN THE SOUTHEASTERN PELOPONNESE IN MID-AUGUST, 
ADDING THAT IN GRANTING PERMISSION FOR SUCH EXERCISES 
EACH PARTICULAR CASE WAS EXAMINED ON ITS OWN MERITS 
AND ALL FACTORS RELEVANT TO THE NATIONAL INTEREST WERE 
CONSIDERED. 

3. COMMENT: THE EXERCISE REFERRED TO BY THE GOG 
SOURCES IS PHIBLEX 2-7T, SCHEDULED AUGUST 15-22 
IN THE AREA OF NEAPOLIS IN THE PELOPONNESE. THE 
GOG HAS, OF COURSE, GRANTED AUTHORIZATION FOR THIS 
EXERCISE. IN MAKING ITS MOST RECENT STATEMENT, THE 
GOG UNDOUBTEDLY HOPES THEREBY TO PREPARE THE TERRAIN 
FOR HEADING OFF CRITICISM OF THE EXERCISE WHICH THE 
OPPOSITION MIGHT TRY TO MOUNT. 

KUBISCH 
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